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and other excesses as a phase of this ' dr61e de mouve-
m ent' which had now passed away. He treated the
military siege of the city as an impossibility, but begged,
in the event of Versailles being, in spite of all human
probability, victorious, that they should not be permitted
to destroy Paris. This, as well as the expectation that we
might mediate, was only a desire on their part, and not
one of the conditions of payment. The Frenchman then
observed that negotiations with us would subject him
to less suspicion in Paris than would negotiations with
the Versailles Government. He further promised to
release all German prisoners as soon as he was informed
who and where they were, and also to move at once for
the liberation of the Archbishop, whose imprisonment
was an inheritance from the first phase of the move-
ment. Finally, he repeated that the only important
points were our neutrality and the abstention from in-
terference with their supplies, as from a military stand-
point the Versailles people caused him no anxiety."

The Chief replied on the same day, that from this
it appeared, if Cluseret's views could be accepted as
authoritative in Paris, that mediation between the
latter and Versailles was not hopeless ; those views
being more moderate than he had expected, particularly
with regard to disarmament. Fabrice might try to
ascertain what Favre thought of the first alternative.
In the meantime our attitude should be made to corres-
pond with Cluseret's expectations by observing neutral-
ity, and taking no part in the maintenance of the cordon
round Paris. A despatch setting forth the reasons for
this course would be sent to him, Fabrice, that day.
The telegram concluded : " The demands of the French
negotiators in Brussels with respect to the five milliards
and the Eastern Eailway show qu'on se moque de